Thunder Bay Youth Justice Committee Program

Invites You 
To Apply to Become a Facilitator

What is a Youth Justice Committee Program?

The program is a community-based approach that deals with minor, first-time offences committed by young persons. The goal is to help youth, who have made a mistake, accept responsibility for their behaviour. This may involve making amends directly to the person harmed.
This justice process is set up as an alternative to the court system. The program operates under the authority of the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General in accordance with the Youth Criminal Justice Act (Canada).

In the program, trained volunteers from the community are the members of the Youth Justice Committee (YJC). They are facilitators and provide leadership in a process that is based on the philosophy of restorative justice. A meeting must, at a minimum, involve the offender, the parent/guardian and two members of the youth justice committee. It is often possible to bring the offender, victim, and their supporters together with the members of the committee.
What difference can you make?

The program is proven to be effective in finding justice where low-risk offences are involved. Facilitators are partners in a type of justice based on repair of harm done. They support a process that recognizes the role of the victim, the offender and the community.

There are appreciable benefits that can occur as result of YJC meetings:
· For the person harmed:
· Being informed about what prompted the incident, what kind of person the youth is, and about processes available in the criminal justice system.
· Receiving meaningful reparation.
· Experiencing a sense of closure or healing.
· For the young person:

· Being aware of the human cost of the offending behaviour.
· Participating in finding a fair and reasonable way to resolve the incident.
· Through taking responsibility, avoiding a criminal record

· For the Criminal Justice System:
· Knowing that the program allows for satisfactory resolution of many   low-risk offenses
· Experiencing less pressure on the courts, allowing a greater focus on serious, complicated cases
What will you be doing?
Youth Justice Committee members have responsibility for the following:
1. Participation in training that includes:

· The restorative justice process
· How to run a meeting

· Confidentiality as a cornerstone

2. Facilitation of a meeting for each assigned case, along with one other committee member.

3. Preparation of a resolution agreement.

The time required for each case is 1½  - 2 hours.

Program Accountability:
This method of delivering extrajudicial measures and sanctions is the result of a partnership:
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              Ministry of the Attorney General
To explore this opportunity further: 
Please contact:



Dwayne Elliott,

Program Coordinator,



Thunder Bay Youth Justice Committee Program,



Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre,



401 N. Cumberland St.,



Thunder Bay, ON



P7A 4P7


Telephone:



(807)-345-5840 ext.250


Email: dwayne.elliott@tbifc.ca 
_1242571321.unknown

